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v O .
MAHARASHT RA ACT No. XXXIVOF 1964.!
[THE MAHARASHIRA FELLING OF TREES (REGULATION) Act, 1964]
(Recezved the assent of the Governor on the 4th September 1964; assem first
' publzshed in the Maharashtra Government Gazette, Part-1V,
. onthe 7th September 1964) s

A’ment’ed by Mah 19 of: 1969. (14-04- l969)*Amended by Mah. 26 of 1989; -(7-8-1989)*

" Amended by Mah. 31 of 1967. (11-12-1967y*Amended by Mah. 17 of 1987. (21-7 1987)*"

Amended by Mah.. 35 of 1999. (14 6-1999)*

An Act to make better provxsron for regulating the felhng of certain trees

Cin the State of Maharashtra, for the purpose of the S |

preservatlon thereof.

WHEREAS it is expedlent to make better provrsron for: regulatlng the fellmg of

connected therewith; It is ‘hereby enacted in the Flfteenth Year of the Repubhc of Indra
as follows, namely :(—

- certain trees in- the State of Maharashtra, for the purpose of the preservation-
: thereof and *for the protectlon of the soil against erosion and to provide: for matters

1. (I)'This Act may be called the Maharashtra Felling of Trees (Regulatlon) Act 1964 Short title

<. In this Act, unless the cdntext otherwise requires,—

A (2) It extends 16 the whole of the State of Maharashtra but excludmg an urban area, and extent.

‘Definitions.

= ?(a-1) “artificial plantation” mearis planting of minimum-- 100 seedlmgs of tree . -
- species per hectare through artrﬁclal means or by human agency on any land not being

" Mah.

XLI
~of

1966. " -

XVL'

1927

the property of Government;]

3[(a) “Code” means the Maharashtra Land Revenué Code, 1966,]

3[(b) “Collector” includes a Revenue Officgr appointed by the State Govemment to
. exercise the powers and perform the functions of the Collector under this Act;]-

S

‘ 3[(0) “Forest—Ofﬁcer” means a Forest Ofﬁcer thhm the meanmg of the Lndtan Forest _

o) “Revenue Ofﬁcer” means a Revenue Offrcer wrthm the meaning: of the
S{Code); - .- s R T .

(e) “to fell a tree” mcludmg bummg or cuttmg or- loppmg a tree, to cause substantral ‘

damage or “destruction thereto; - -

. {f) “ree” means any tree specified in the Schedule; and the State Govemment may,
by ‘otification in ‘the Official Gazette, and to or modify the Schedulg; after consrdermg
the. necessity for the protection of any variety of trees; and the provisions of sub-

section (2) of section 15 in so far as they relate to laying before, and modification by '
the State Legislature shall apply in relation to such notrﬁcatron as they apply in relatron .

to ‘any-rule made under that section ;
S “Tree: Ofﬁcer” means a ‘Forest Officer’ not below the rank of a Range Forest
Ofﬁcer oy : : _

[

-1 For Statement of Objects and Reasons see Maharashtra Govemment Gazette 1964 Part-V,

p.” 197.
. 2 Clause (a 1) was mserted by, Mah 35 of 1999, s. 2 :
'3 Clauses. (@) ‘and’ (b) were re-lettered as clauses (b) and (r) and before clause (b) as so re- lettered

. clause (a) .was inserted by Mah. 17 of 1987; .s. 2(a)-

" 4 Existing clause (¢) was deleted, ibid, :s.. 2tb). ‘ S
.S This word was_ substituted for the words * ‘refevant Code zbid'.,, .02 (¢).
6 Clause (ff) was inserted by Mah. 26 of 1989, s. 2.~ ' . 4]
“* This indicates . the date of commencement of the Act.: * :

-

-’

’



Restriction

on felling of

trees.

2 E R | . Mahamshtra Fellmg of Trees (Regulatton) [1964 Mah XXXIV

{

Act, 1964
(g) “urban area” means the area’ wuhm the lmms of .a mumcxpahty, Mumc1pal'
eCorporatlon Municipal Committee, Town Committee, or notified aréa committee or:
Cantonment constituted under any. law for the time being in force; and includes a local;
area which is specified by the State Government in the Official Gazette, being an area

" “which has a population of not less than five thousand and has.not less than:three-!

-fourths of male workers’ enoaged in’ nori- avrncultural pursuits ; i

- (h) words and expressions used but not defmed in this Act shall have the. meamngs,

,respectWely, assigned to-them in the ‘[Code.] . -

3. (I). Notwithstanding any custom, usage, or law’ for the tlme bemg in force,
or_the decree or order of a Court, or anything contained in-any instrument to the
contrary, no person shall fell' any tree or cause such tree to be felled in any. land,

- ‘whether of: his ownership or otherwise, except .with the previous perm1ss1on in’
" writing of a 2[Tree Ofﬁcer] duly empowered by the . State Government m that:

behalf 3% -
- 414) If any person W1shes to fell a tree, he shall apply in wrttmg to the 5['{‘ree Ofﬁcer]
empowered under sub-section (1) for permission in. that behalf 3
(1B) The *[Tree Officer]-on receipt of an appllcauon— ' S
(a) shall acknowledge ‘thé. application within seven days; .. . ’ '
.(b)_may, after. due enqulry, either grant of refuse the permission, apphed for in
accordance with the provnslons of rules' made under section 15 ;
Provided that, no such permission shall be refused if the tree is dead, dxseased or

‘windfallen, or if it has silviculturally matured, S[or if it constitutes obstruction to traffic,

~ or if it is substantially damaged or destroyed by fire, lightning, rain, or other natural

“cause,] or if ‘it constitutes an ‘obstruction to <¢fficient cultivation :

"{Provided further that such permission shall be granted. subyect to the condmon that

' the applicant shall plant equk: number gf- trées of the same’ or-any other species as the
“Tree Officer-may. direct ‘on'the: sanie. s1te or other- simahle place in the- v1c1mty in the

- ensuing planting season;]

8[(IBa) Notwithstanding. anythmg contamed in sub secnon (IB) but subject to the
rules made under section 15 in this behalf, the Tree Officer shall not refuse the appllcanon

" made under sub-section (/A) for carrying out silvicultural operations like: *thinning or

felling of trees scientifically for optimum growth of an artificial plantanon]
(1C) 1f the ¥[Tree Officer] fails to inform that applicant of his decision within- 9[31xty

.- days] from’the date of acknowledgement ofthe application, or from the date of recelpt‘

-of the applicatiop, if the-application is not acknowledged the permlssmn apphed for shall

. be deemed to have been granted.]

(2) Any peison aggrieved by an order of the 3[Tree Ofﬁcer] refusmg to gr&nt permxssxon‘
under °[sub-section (/B)] may.. within thlrty days of the receipt of such order, appeal-to
the Collector; Subject to such rules of procedure as may be prescribed, the Collector may,

" after giving. such person a reasonable opportumty of bemg heard pass such order on
»kthe appeal -as he thinks just and proper. .

1 This word ‘was  substituted. for the words “relevant Code“ by ‘Mah: 1P of 1987,.s..2(d). :
2 These words were _substituted:; for the. words “Revenue Officer not below the rank‘of a Deputy

7 Collector” by Mah. 26 of 1989, 's.3a).

.3 The portion” beginning with the words “and-in accordance with the Provnsxons of’ rules” and endmg
with the words: “or. if .it consmutes an obstfuctfon to CfflClenl cultivation”, was deleted by ‘Mah. 3!‘
of 1967, 5. 2 (a). - T - S )

4 Clauses (JA) 1o (IC) -were mserted tbzd, s. 2 (B). - "

"5 These words were subsmuted for- words “Revenu& Ofﬁcer” by Mah 26 of 1989, s, 3 (b) {©) (1),
(dy i) and (e) (i) respectively: : :

6 These words were inserted. ibid, -s.” 3 (¢) (ii). )

"7The proviso was added, lb\id s 3-{e) (iD). e R Coe
.8 This sub-section’ wads inserted by-Mah. 35 of 1999; 5.3, 0

9 These Words .were, substituted for ‘the’ words “ninety days” by Mah 26 of 1989 s. 3(d) (u)

10 These ‘words brackets, figurds and létters “were substituted for the words brackets and ﬁgures “sub~

_sectxon iy, tbld s 3(e) (if). : e

eyt
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104 Mk XXXIV] viaharashira Felling of Trees (Regulation) 3

O [BA. (hlf i the opinion of the Tree Officer the nurber of‘trees’in any land (other Ppower of - . '
~than the, tand falling -in any permanent drought-prone area identified by, the’ State :'tf;egrdoefrf}ce,f
Governmerit) is not adequate. according to the 'standatde‘pre_scribéd by rules ‘made under -planting. of- '
. section 15, the Tree Officer may, b order, after giving:a reasonabic.qppprtunity to the trees.

- owner or accupier of the land of bei "g_heard’, require him to plant such trees or additional .~ ~ "
: SN ‘qrees, as the €ase: may be,.at such places.in"the land as may be specified in the order;
§- . andthe owner or occupier of the land shall comply with the order by planting such trees

e ‘or :additional tregs in the;c'nsuing'plantiﬁfg season. . - o

2[Provided that, nothing. in sub-section (1) shall apply to an artificial ’plantation.]

o @n shall be the duty of the owner Of occupier of the land who, is‘required by an

- order made urider sub-section (1) t0 plant a tree or trees to ensure that they grow properly '

" and are well preserved- SRR R S

" (3 Whete the owner’ or occupier fails 1o comply with. an ‘order made: undér -

. sub-section (1) the Tree Officer may, after giving 2 reasonable opportunit'y to such owner . -

.ot occupier ‘of making representation and without prejudice to any other action which may

" be taken against the defaulter inder this Act take necessary action ‘himself and recover -
* the expenditure incurred therefor from the owrier Of. occupies; as the. case may be, after

giving 2 notice of demand for the amount payable by him. If the amount is not paid within
the time specified by the Tree Officegin the notice, it shall be recovered along with interest

.t six per cent. per annum apd other incidental":expcnse_s,' if any] - e ,
" 4. "Any person:Who, J[with@ut permission being granted of deemed to have ‘been Penalty for
granted] to fell any-tree, fells any sixch tree or causes it 10 be felled, shall: be liable to' felling ess
such penalty not exceeding one thousand rupees as the #{Tree Officer]} empowered under .‘v“e:t?:;r?o'f . ﬁ

- section 3 may, after holding an enquiry and giving such pérsqn,anopportunit\y of being section 3.
heard, deem fit t0 impose; and the 4[Tree Officer] may further order that any such tree tO
felled (which is not the property of Government) shall be forfeited to the State Government

s[along with the tools, boats, vehicles or other 'édﬁv@y-anb’es’:uséd in felling and removing,

any such-trees]. o ¢ e R ' AT A o
5. (1) Every Revenue Officer, Forest Officer and Police Officer shall be pound— ~~ Contravens

(q)'to give immediate information of aﬁy{eéntrqventioﬂﬁof, section3 to the officer e °: 3o

) empgwe_tgt& under’ that section and of the, intention or pregaryatb]_‘;-‘}m~ciqmmii ‘such ﬁc_,:pomd,_- .

_ {contraver}tiorx_'which may come to his knowledge : e S by cerain

(b) to take all reasonable measures in his power to prevent such cont'rav’emiéﬂv.:-c’fﬁ““- '

which he may know . or have reason to believe is about of likely 'to be committed.

- (2) Any Revenue Officer, not below the rank: of an Aval K rkun- or Naib-Tahsildar,

 Forest Officer not betow the rank of 2 Range Forest Officer and Police Officer ifot below .

o the rank-of a ‘Sub-Inspector may enter upon any {and, whete he has reason to believe that. .

any, tree has been of is being felled, in contravention of ‘section 3 and seize such felled

_ tree or any foppings ihereof, together with its' produce and tools, boats,"{v_ehiclés and
other con\{¢3iances] used in committing such \conuavemion, place on such property 2 -

mark indicating that the same.-‘has-been <o seized and shall make 2 :cport_of_\such‘ seizure

o the "[Tree. Officer e_mpowei'ed}'unde/r section 3. o S ,
(3) Where any property 18 seized unc}er sub-section (2), the ofﬁcer;sciZi_n_g it, shall keep
the property in his own custody, Of in' the custody of any of his subordinates, and sh‘a\l

be responsible for ‘the due custody. thereof :

©. 1 This section, was: inserted by Mah. 26, of 1989, 5. 4 _ o

- This proviso. was added by Mah. 35 of 1999, 5. 4. oy e

: '621 Thes;—j words were substituted for the words “without obtaining permission” by Mah. 31 of
1967, s 3. ‘ C / : : - : oo

" 4 These -weprds were substituted for-W'ords“‘Revcnue' Officer” by Mah. 26-0f- 1989, s: 57(@). . .

. 5These words were added, ibid, 5. 5 (B)- se e : S : i
.. -+ 6"These words Were. substituted for the words «yehicle or cattle”, ibid, 's. 6 @) () I

7 These wgrds were substituted for the words: «Revenue Officer :e’m’powcred",‘ ibid, 5.6 (a) (D).




) Officers to be

4 »l B b, Malzaraslttra Fellmg of Trees (Regulatton) [1964 Mah XXXIV
. ' ) Aczl964 : o
Provrded that, where the property seized is’ subject to speedy and natural’ decay or
* ‘when the expense of keepmg itin custody is hkely 0 emeed its value, the ofﬁcer serzmg
it may sell’it atonce =~ - T ,

Provrded further that, where such property cannot convemently be removed the ‘

officer seizing it may, at thé instance of the person interested in the. property, . leave it at

the place: where it has been seized in the charge of the person mterested in the property -
or in the charge of any respectable person as will- undertake to keep ,such propérty on

., _A " his entering mto a bond with one or more suretres in an amount not less than the value
Cof the: property, that he will take proper care of such property, and produce 1t, when called' .

for.

(4) If the pmperty 5o seized is not ordered to be forfeited to the State Govemment o

- under sectton 4, that property shall be returned to the person from whom it 'was serzed 5

(6)) If any clalm rs set up. by a thrrd person to the property selzed as aforesard the -

1[Tree Officer] empowered under section 3 shall inquire into cIalm and may admit'or reject
1t, after heanng such' person in respect thereof.’ - . : EE :

3 I TR
-Procedure in 2[6 Subject to the: provrsrons of this Act and the rules made thereunder the pt'ovrsrons -

cases 10 be

“dealt wirty Of Chapters X1l and XIII of the Code shall apply in relation to cases dealt with under this - -

under this’ ‘Act as those provisions apply in relatton to cases of unauthorrsed fellmg ef trees deah
" Act.
wtth under the. Code] - o

Award of - :
enalty of . 2 )
" c(,g,ﬁ:ca%ion prevent ‘th \m’ﬂ'cung of any pumshrnent to whtch the person affected thereby is hable
: not to under any other law .
_ interfere with
other punish- ~
"ments.

S
-

Inquiries and . g All mqurrtes and proceedmgs before any l[Tree Ofﬁcer] shall be deemed to be

. ding
: ,f,"{,f ;td,:m judicial proceedmgs wrthm the meamng of sections 193, 219 and 228 of the Indtan Penal

pr.oceedmos Code : L
public 9 The Ofﬁcers exercrsmg pOWers or dtschargmg any duues or functrons under thrs
seryants. ACt shall be deemed to be publrc servants wrthm the meamng of sectron 21 of the Indian

PenalCode": S e T e A

/

Execution ‘of

KLV
of

1860.‘

X
of )

‘ :
“order for 10 Any sum. the payment of which has been drrected by any i[Tree Ofﬁcer} or. State ‘

" payment of Government under. this Act shal] be recoverable from the person ordered to pay the same

money: as. an arrear of land revenue A S
M . X ’ -""’

~Bar of - 1. NG suit or: proceedmgs shall lie- agamst the State Govemment or agamst any A. :

roceedings.
P e _person empowered to exercise powers ‘or to perform duties. or drscharge functions under

‘this Act, for anything in good faith done or purportmg to be done under thls Aet

Bt These words were substttuted for the words ‘Revenue Ofﬁcer by Mah. 26 of 1989 s, 6(b)..

$..7 ant s. 8,. respectively.
2Thrs sectron was substrtuted for ‘the orlgmal by Mah 17 of 1987 s. 4.

1860. .



1964‘Mah.XXXIV] VMahamvhrra Felhng af Trees (Regulanon) s
“\’ ' v 1_ v At }964 : S _
12 Subjcct to such condmons (lt any) as ‘may be |mpased the S*tatc Government Exemptmn
may, if it.is necessary so to do-in the public interest, by notification in the Ojf cial -
Gazette exempt any local area from all or any “of the prov:sxons of this Act
13 Nothing in section 3 shall apply to the felling of any tree for preventmg damage Savmgs
to- person or, property or for abatmg any nuxbanee on one’s own land .
14. The prov1sxons of this Act shall be in addmon to’ the provmons of any other law Provisions of
for the time bemg in force prohlbltmg or regulatmg the felhng of trecs e ”Lhe‘s Ac;d“’
. k B - . n- aadi-
‘.‘ - o . ) ..~ .. ‘tion to any
-other Taw
.~ fof the time
_being in - -
_ "'force.
15 (1) The State Government may, §ub3ect to’ the condmon of prevtous pubhcatlon, Power. to
make rules to carry out the _purposes- of thlS Actd; , make: ryles.

@) Every fule made under this sectxon shall be lald as soon as ‘may be afte'r it-is - -

v made, before edch House of the State Legislature: while it is in session for a total period

. v of thirty: days whxch may be comprised in one session or in two successive sessions, and,
if before the expiry of the session in which it is so laid or the session 1mmed1ately
followmo both Houses agree in ' making any modlﬁcatlon in the rule or both Houses agree
that the rule should ot be made -and notify such, decision in the Official Gazatte, the =
rule shall, from the daté of such notification, have effect only in such modified form or
. be of no effect, as the case may be; 50 however that any such modification ot annulment
shall be without prejudice to the vahdtty of anythmg prevmusly done .or omltted to be
done under that rule. R SR o ; B

v
Lo

‘ » . [See sedtlon 2 ( f )] i

1 . ermmalm Chebula (leda) s , L

i Teakl - ) . o o

43, Madhucd Latifolia (Mahua Mhowra or Mahu)
.4 : Tamarmdus lna'lca (Temarmd Chmch or Imh) ]

s vMang-tfera Indica (Mango) o

_ 6 'Artocerpus Integrtfolza (Jack)] = {\ . | S : , . .'i :

YT ‘Acacza Catechu (Khalr)] -

“ 1 Entry 2 _was added vide G. N., R. &F D No TRS. 1165/¥52115, dated the 19th January 1968

2 Entries 3 and 4’ were added vide. G. N., R. & E. D., No. 'TRS 1069/17631/B, dated the 27th ‘
- December 1969.

3 Entries 5 and 6 were subsntuted the G N R. & F D Nov “TRS" 1080/36954/929 G 7 dated
the 9th- January 1981.

4Entry 7 was added vide G N R &F D No TRS 1169/187626~B :dated the 7Lh December 1970

. o
R



6 “ e Maharashtra Felling of Trees (Regulation) [l’nﬁl.ﬂ‘mluamz S
‘ ' ’ Act 1964 S :

f‘[v8. , Santalwm (Sandal)]

2[9 Pterocarpus marsupmm (Bl_]a)

10_.  ,‘Adma cordofolza (Haldu)

‘ll.il ‘Ougelma dalbergwidzes (Tiwas).]
I[12. _-'Termznalza tomentosa (Am)] \
- v ,3y[13.< V‘Termmalta Pemculata (Kll’l_]al or Kmdal) ]’
- ‘[14. Hardw:ckza bmata (Anjan)

' .1_5. ‘Syzigiur_n»' cumtnt (JAambhuli).]_

3[16 Mangrove |

, Explanatzon —For the purposesr of this. entry, “Mangrovc 1néludes Rhizophora
mucronata (Lamk), Rhizophora apiculata (Biam), Ceriops candolleana (Ara), Kandelia’
rheedei (Wight), Bruguicra gymnorhiza (Lamk), Lumnitzera recemosa (Willd) Sonneratia
apetala (Buch Ham), Sonneratia acida (Dinn), Avicenia officinalis (Lmn) Avxccma marma.
' '(Linn); Acanthus 111cnfohus Acglceras majus and Salvadora persxca (Linn).J:

- 1 Entry 8 was added vidé G. N., R. "8 E. "D, No."TR
2 Entries 9, 10 and 11 wetc mided vide G NGRS&
.gth March 1974.:
~ -3 Fupies' 12, 13 aud A
- 98th. January 1987, ,
. 4 Ent_rle.s ‘14 and- 15 were added v:de G N R & F Dy NO TRS 1075/4962 G-6 da‘ted the 16th :
 January 1976. . :
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