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Chief Secretary’s Office

e =Y Hyderabad House,
[ *| Camp Office, Nagpur
! R Date: 15" December 2011.
R et 2
Ratnakar Gaikwad
Chief Secretary

Message

Forests are green gold and play a critical role in
supporting livelihood of our tribal people and those who live in
and around the forest areas. Protecting forests is most important
step to mitigate global warming. The Forest Department has to
manage and conserve forests with participation of people. It is a
matter of satisfaction that Forest Department has successfully
carried out revision, processing and updating of the Bombay
Forest Manual, which would pave way for transparent and
accountable administration.

I congratulate the department for publishing this Manual,
the first since creation of Maharashtra. [ wish to record my deep
appreciation for Shri Praveensingh Pardeshi, Principal Secretary
(Forests), Shri A.K. Joshi, PCCF (HoFF) and Shri R.R. Sahay,
APCCF(IT&P) and their team for publishing Maharashtra Forest
Manual.

g T g

(Ratnakar Gaikwad)
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PRAVEENSINGH PARDESHI
Principal Secretary(Forests)

Camp office, Nagpur.
Date:-16.12.2011
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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure and satisfaction in
conveying Government's approval to Maharashtra Forest Manual
Volume- 1, the first forest manual of Maharashtra. With this, a long
felt need of having updated and revised Forest Manual in place of
existing Bombay Forest Manual has been realised.

This manual will be of great help to all officials of Forest
Department and would pave way for effective and transparent
administration.

The paradigm of forest governance has shifted from
regulatory protection to participatory management by forest
dwellers. This manual updates forest personnel on new policies
concerning Joint Forest Management and reflects enhanced
financial powers delegated to forest officials.

I would like to thank profusely PCCF (HoFF), APCCF
(IT&P) Shri Rajiva Ranjan Sahay and entire Statistical Wing for
having taken so much efforts for doing such a wonderful job. I am
also thankful to all officers who have contributed in many ways in
making this MFM areality.

Once again congratulations to one and all for this
remarkable work!

o Pandlealu
l‘?xﬂ-‘«‘:‘é%_-— —

(Praveensingh Pardeshi)
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Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
( Head of Forest Force)
Maharashtra State, Nagpur

FOREWORD

It is a matter of great joy and happiness to bring out
Volume-I of Maharashtra Forest Manual (M.F.M.), an updated and
revised version of Bombay Forest Manual. This would address the
long felt need of entire forest fraternity of Maharashtra. The manual
has been prepared by incorporating latest available orders,
circulars, amendments etc. It will be of great help to Forest
Department in ensuring transparent and accountable
administration. I extend my best wishes to each and everyone in the
Department on the occasion of publication of MFM, Volume-1.

I express my sincere thanks and deep gratitude to Shri R.R.
Sahay, APCCF (I T & P), Nagpur for making sincere and
painstaking efforts in bringing out this volume of M.F.M. In this
onerous task, the efforts of Statistical Wing of Forest Department
deserves special mention. Without their untiring efforts, this
publication would not have been possible.

I am also thankful to the Editorial Board which made
tremendous contribution in the completion of M.F.M.Vol.-I.
Further, excellent co-operation extended by all subject heads of
PCCF Office, Nagpur needs to be acknowledged without which it
would not have been possible to complete this voluminous work.

I am confident that Maharashtra Forest Department would
make full use of MFM, Volume-I and it would facilitate forest
management and administration in the State.

(AK. Joshi)
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Q Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
e (Information, Technology and Policy), Nagpur

e mail: apccfitp@gmail.com

PREFACE

It is a matter of great pride and happiness for us all foresters to
have with us First Edition of Maharashtra Forest Manual, Volume-I
(MFM Vol-I), duly approved by the Government of Maharashtra.
Needless to remind, latest edition of Bombay Forest Manual
(BFM) was printed way back in 1950 and since then it was in vogue
for dealing with various issues pertaining to forest management
and administration. However, a lot of changes in financial rules,
powers, administrative structures etc. taking place since 1950
necessitated updation and revision of BFM. The present edition of
MFM, Vol-I has been brought out after revising and updating
different rules, regulations, circulars etc which are relevant to
Forest Department. Latest available information on whole gamut
of subjects relating to Maharashtra Forest Department has been
incorporated. Some chapters have been added for the first time
whereas some matters which have become obsolete now have been
omitted.

The three volumes of BFM have been condensed into two
volumes of MFM as per the decision taken on 29-10-2005 by a high
level committee headed by PCCF. MFM Vol-I primarily deals with
organization of the department, establishment, classification of
revenue and expenditure, budget estimates, financial rules,
accounts and office procedure etc. MFM Vol-II, which is under
preparation, deals mainly with forest law and policy, acts and rules

relating to protection, management and working of forests etc.
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Wherever necessary, relevant forms, appendices etc. have been
incorporated in the main volume itself whereas all annexures
mentioned in the manual have been kept separately in
Compendium for future references, if required. Efforts have been
made to mention the sources, wherever possible. All such
publications which are available in book form have not been
included either in Appendices or in Annexures.

During the preparation of MFM, Vol.1, extensive and latest
inputs from all Subject Heads at Head Office, Nagpur have been
taken and incorporated at appropriate places. However, the change
is a continuing process and it needs to be taken care of while
making use of MFM. It is also requested that any correction
/modification /feedback /remark /comment etc. may be sent to
APCCEF (IT&P)/ Chief Forest Statistician (CFS) from time to time
so thatregular updation may be done accordingly.

I am sure that all forest officials will find this manual quite
useful and helpful in discharging their duties and responsibilities.

This would definitely pave the way for transparent and accountable

0t

administration in the forest department.

(R.R.Sahay)
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